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application; before the mailing of a first Office Action on the merits, or before the mailing of a first Office 
Action after the filing of a request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114. 
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2. IS The Information Disclosure Statement submitted herewith is being filed after the period specified in 37 
CFR 1.97(b), provided that the Information Disclosure Statement is filed before the mailing date of a 
Final Action under 37 CFR 1.113, a Notice of Allowance under 37 CFR 1.311, or an Action that 
otherwise closes prosecution in the application, and is accompanied by one of: 
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Sir: 



In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98, it is requested that the following 
references, which are also listed on the attached Form PTO-1449, be made of record in the 
above-identified case. 

1 . European Patent Application EP 0 825 737 Al dated February 25, 1 998. 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING UNDER 37 C.F.R. 81.8(a) 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States 
Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Mailstop Amendment, 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-}#450 on June 19, 2006. 

Dated: June 19, 2006 



Paul J/ Esatto, Jr. 
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2. European Patent Application EP 0 795 971 A2 dated September 17, 1997. 

3. European Patent Application EP 0 838 910 A2 dated April 29, 1998. 



The references were cited in a Search Report dated March 31, 2006 received from 
the European Patent Office. Applicant is submitting copies of the above-cited references, 
together with a copy of the Search Report. The relevance of the above-identified references has 



Further, the undersigned hereby states that each item of information contained in 



this Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in any communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this 
Information Disclosure Statement. 



Scully, Scott, Murphy & Presser, P.C. 
400 Garden City Plaza 
Garden City, New York 1 1 530 
(516) 742-4343 
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been described in the Search Report. 




Paul J/ Esatto, Jr. 
Registration No. 30,749 
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